including the establishment of an Independent Higher Authority for Elections which organized, supervised and monitored the entire electoral process of the election of the Constituent Assembly held on 23 October. Those elections were the crowning glory of the Tunisian Revolution process which opened up wider prospects for the different political trends to enter the political race.
In this regard, the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly deployed throughout the country its observation teams consisting of 90 parliamentarians, and was part of an instrumental solidarity move by the international community at a particularly important moment in the history of Tunisia.
The first transparent and democratic election in Tunisia brought about the first freely elected coalition Government.
The National Constituent Assembly (NCA) started drafting the new Constitution in consultation with political trends and components of civil society.
Democracy, fundamental freedom and human rights are the main pillars of the Government action. In this regard, during her visit to Tunisia last July, Ms Navi Pillay, the High Commissioner for Human Rights, signed a 'host country agreement', and opened, at the request of the Government, the first UN human rights office in a North African country bordering the Mediterranean. The UNHCHR deployed international human rights officers to Tunisia to follow up the recommendations made by senior experts after their assessment mission in early February 2011.
The UNHCHR is also providing advice on the reform of the national Human Rights Institution, in conformity with the international standards known as the Paris Principles. It is also working with the Ministry of Justice and holding a series of consultations with judges to strengthen judicial independence and has concluded an agreement with the Ministry of the Interior on a programme of human rights capacity-building in the security sector, including the training of police officers.
Moreover, in order to confirm its commitment that no future serious violations of human rights will take place with impunity, Tunisia has ratified four important treaties: the first Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and the UN Convention on Enforced Disappearances. Tunisia also became the 116th state to ratify the Rome Statute for the International Criminal Court.
The Government has also extended a standing invitation to all special procedures of the Human Rights Council. The Special Rapporteur on torture and the Special Rapporteur on human rights and counter-terrorism have already conducted missions during last May.
Recently, Tunisia hosted the meetings of the Initiative of the Community of Democracies Group, which aims to support the democratic transition in my country. The meetings were attended by senior officials representing many friendly countries, including the Netherlands and the Slovak Republic, which chaired the working group, the United States of
